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p roh i b i t e d d i s c r i mi n at i o n i n emp l oyme n t b a s ed o n se x u a l
orientation, and their states a re the better for it; their
soci e t y i s t h e b e t t e r f o r i t . Th e r e i s a g e n t i n g d o wn o f
societ y eve r y t i m e a gr o u p w h i c h ha d b een l o c ked ou t i s i nv i t ed
in. There is a broadening of the tolerance that soc iety has .
Some people ar e put in such d ire str aits that they would
consi de r i t a b l e s s i ng t o s i mp l y b e l e f t a l on e , a l l ow e d t o l i v e
and l e t l i v e . Th a t i s t h e max i mum t h a t I ' m t r y i ng t o
accomplish. Some people say you cannot get rid of h omophobia
t hroug h l eg i s l a t i o n . Th a t ' s why I h a ve n o t o f f e r ed a b i l l
saying h o mophobi a i s ag a i n s t t h e l aw . I a m c o n ce r n ed ab o u t
conduct and we do legislate against conduct. To those who say
t hat se x u a l o r i e n t a t i on i s a ma t t e r o f ch o i ce , I do n ' t b e l i e ve
it, but let's say they do. Religion is a matter of choice, but
w e have a provision in the law pro hibiting d i scrimination in
employment based on religion. And there are some nutty people
with some nut t y b el i ef s , bas e d o n my o p i n i o n , wh o f l y i n u nder
that overarching banner of religion and cannot be discriminated
against. But when it comes to people, whose sexual o rientation
we d i s a g re e wi t h or di sapp r o v e of , t r y i ng t o get a j ob , we
suddenly want t o s l a m t h e d o o r i n t hei r f ace a n d s a y y o u shou l d
not b e en t i t l e d t o wo r k . I f y ou ma n a g e t o g e t a j o b , t h ey
should be a b l e t o t ake t h a t j ob f r om y o u b a se d so l e l y on your
sexual or i e n t a t i o n , n o t mi sc on d u c t , no t i n ab i l i t y t o d o t h e j o b ,
not lack of qualification. You should be in a position where
t hey c a n t ak e y o ur j ob a nd y ou r l i v e l i h oo d a nd t h e l aw do es n o t
p ro t ec t yo u . Wh a t k i n d o f co u n t r y i s t h i s ? Tha t ' s wh y , wh en I
w as pars i n g . . .

SPEAKER BROMM: One minute.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: .. .that executive order and go t sid etracked
by t h e U . S . Co n s t i t u t i o n a n d so m e w o r d s i n t h e Pr e a m b l e, we t h e
peopl e o f t h e Un i t e d St a t e s , who i s i n c l u d e d i n t h a t wo r d ' we ? '
By add i n g t h o se f o l l owi n g wo r d s , t h e p e op l e o f t h e Un i t e d
States, it does not say citizens. It says people. So does that
mean every th ing bo rn of a man and a woman is included in the
t erm ' peop l e? ' I f so , wou l d e v e r y t hi n g b o r n o f a man and a
woman in this country be included in that 'we' that is the first
word i n t h e Pr ea mb l e t o t he U .S . Co n s t i t u t i on ? I f t h e y a r e
included, if all people in this country are included...

1323


